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Greetings from the
Department Head

A

utumn of 2008 marks a special chapter in the history of
LAEP. A season of change has taken form that mimics the
new snows encircling Bridgerland; both the seasonal and
the departmental shifts could be felt, but the reality hits
home only when you look up from
daily tasks to see that well known
place has a new appearance.
This year the faculty bid
farewell to an anchor member
of the department, and selected
three new colleagues to join
them. The warmth, wit and
wisdom that were Craig Johnson’s
hallmark will be deeply missed,
but perpetually present through
the 1200+ students he taught,
and in the climate he and others
have nurtured for decades. Craig’s
unequaled 41-year tenure in
LAEP was celebrated by hundreds
in May, and his impact on
students will be felt in perpetuity
through the Craig Johnson Fund
for Excellence Scholarship made
possible through the generosity of
alumni and friends. Craig was also
honored with emeritus faculty
status by USU in recognition of
his impact on the institution and
his profession.
“Change we need”, a motto of this historic
moment in American politics, also captures the
atmosphere that Craig and his colleagues have voiced for
LAEP. This spring they welcomed three new members of
the faculty, and completed the first of a two-phase hiring
process to bring the department to a full complement
of faculty. Keith Christensen, Carlos Licon and I were
welcomed aboard in August. I encourage you to read more
about these gentlemen and their noteworthy scholarship
in the Faculty Profiles section. Their work is impressive,
and adds critical areas to the program while solidifying
foundational topics. They, like myself, are deeply honored
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to have been asked to join the rich tradition of excellence
USU has built in design and planning.
My arrival at USU came on the heels of being asked
to decide where I next wanted to make a difference in our
discipline. That question came from within as I pondered
how and where I would next like to play a leadership role in
this profession I had pursued since high school. The answer,
however, came from outside—outside myself, and outside
the Palouse landscape of Washington where I had dedicated
eleven years at Washington State University’s landscape
architecture program. Learning of USU’s
search for a department head it became
apparent that the next chapter I sought in
my career was to be found, if I was fortunate,
amidst the splendor of the Bear River and
Wellsville Mountains. Surprisingly, the
invitation came from a colleague at WSU. Dr.
Yolanda Flores Niemann was appointed Dean
of the College of Humanities, Arts and Social
Sciences (HASS) at USU in June, and from
her office at WSU invited me to join LAEP.
		
It would be an understatement to
say these are exciting times with significant
opportunities for USU. From the new
leadership in HASS to the hallmark growth
in LAEP, it is a great time to be an Aggie
studying our discipline. While other
programs are experiencing reductions in
faculty and staff, LAEP is moving ahead with
a national search to fill Craig’s vacancy, phase
two of our faculty growth initiative. Though
our nation has fears regarding impacts from
global impacts on the planet, our profession
holds keys to social and environmental
solutions. It is with that forward-looking mindset that we
are embarking on a five-year planning process to celebrate
LAEP’s 75th Anniversary. I look forward to sharing more
about that and other ways the department will be advancing
in these critical times. We have a legacy of leadership at
LAEP, and that legacy will be both secure and new in the
years to come. Please join us in shaping our legacy.

Sean Michael

Craig Johnson Retires
Retirement Bash - May 10, 2008
laughs (and tears) were the order
Aoflottheof night
when over 400

alumni, friends and faculty
of LAEP and Craig and
Judy Johnson joined to wish
goodbye to Professor Craig
Johnson. People traveled
from across the nation to
honor Craig who has been
a much-loved and respected
professor in the department
for the past 41 years.
The number of people who
RSVP’d for the event grew too large
to handle at the original location of
the Logan Country Club. The USU
Development staff arranged for partygoers to be bussed to the Taggert Student
Center for dinner after the opening social
at the Country Club. The tributes from
Craig’s friends, colleagues and former
students went on for over 3 hours. Some
hearty souls traveled back to the country
club for coffee and desert.
Over $30,000 was donated to the
Craig Johnson Fund for Excellence by
former alums to honor Craig. The fund
will be used to continue Craig’s work by
creating travel opportunities for faculty to
attend wildlife conferences, journals and
fund student work.

Alums (left) Alyssia Angus, (LAEP
Advisory Board member) Sharen Hauri
and Nancy Monteith share stories of
“crits” from Craig

Insites 08

Craig and
wife Judy
share a laugh
during one of
the tributes

Former faculty member Vern Budge and
Craig’s good friend provides insight into
traveling and fishing with Craig.

Another endowment has been
created to honor Vern Budge, former
LAEP faculty member who retired in
2005.
Anyone wishing to contribute
to either fund can contact the
department at 435-797-0500 for more
information.

Craig holds a fish hook suitable for bass
fishing in his Minnesota retirement location
instead of the smaller versions he used here for
trout.

Todd Johnson, Craig’s brother and
LAEP alumni did the honors as MC
for the evening.

Craig talks with Joe Donaldson,
Advisory Board member.

Sustainable Landscapes Conference
April 9, 2008 - Surviving the Future: An Anthology of Sustainable Societies
Eccles Conference Center - Logan

Issues of preservation
and sustainability have
concerned societies
throughout time.
Dan Bolin, Brian Mazzola, Megan Dunford

T

he 2008 Sustainable Landscapes Conference organized
by the Landscape Architecture and Environmental
Planning students Dan Bolin, Brian Mazzola, Megan
Dunford and Ben George. focused on bettering the issues
facing our society today by examining sustainable practices
of the past, present, and future. Their first order of business
was to release a mission statement to highlight their goals
for the conference.
Issues of preservation and sustainability have concerned
societies throughout time. Responses to these issues have often
succeeded but some have failed. As a result of various failures, our
planet is spiraling toward ecological instability.
Despite our past mistakes as a civilization, a new trend
is emerging towards renewable energy, sustainable agricultural
engineering, and architectural practices. Continuing this
momentum and learning from the successes and failures of our
past will help to ensure a prolonged and secure future.
The conference was divided into three sections: pre-historical
practices, present day approaches, and potential scenarios for
the future. The first group of speakers examined the practices
of prehistoric cultures from an archeological perspective,
what worked and what has not leading eventually to the
destruction of these societies. The second group of speakers
discussed current sustainable practice trends in agriculture,
architecture, and renewable resources. The third group of
speakers theorized on what practices may be the standards for
our future cities.
Ben George and Angelie Anderton, 3rd year grads
are currently working on the 2009 conference which will be
April 9th, 2009 in the Eccles Conference Center Auditorium.
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The title is Sustainability: Inside & Out. The conference
will focus on the residential scale, and examine how an individual
site can be constructed in a sustainable manner, both from the
view of the architect and the
landscape architect. Currently the
list of speakers include renowned
sustainable architect Sim Van der
Ryn and Hank Louis, director of
Design Build Bluff at the University
of Utah. The conference will have
workshops this year in which
there will be hands on training,
and we are working toward getting Sustainablility: Inside & Out
professional education credits for
landscape architects and architects as well.

Ben George and wife Pam George, an LAEP senior

T

Vice President Liz
Pedersen

he student chapter of ASLA has been very active this
year providing members with activities for socializing
and letting off steam. Nearly every week they have
something planned which gives all LAEP students an
opportunity to get to know people in their own class
and find mentors in the upper level classes.

Croquet anyone?
Chapter Secretary
Jen Wilcox (left)

Chapter President Shannon
Webb -

Sushi Master - Michael Alley

Show your coffee mugs for
coffee break treats
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Ben George was
seen on crutches
after this game

Travel Experience

Paris

J

ohn Nicholson and Caroline
Lavoie once again led students
on a spring break field trip to
Paris and Berlin in 2008. They
had planned the same trip in 2006 so John thought
it would be so simple to plan
another. This year, however, it
was not so easy to find lodging
in March. It was a very good
thing John spoke German and
Caroline French so they could
communicate over the phone
with different hostels. However,
with the time difference it meant
coming into the office many
early mornings, and days of
frustrations with cancellations,
and no vacancies. Somehow they
managed to find space enough for
everyone even if it did mean having to stay in five different hostels
(at various levels of comfort) during the trip.
The new parks in Paris were amazing. Parc de La Villette
was so big that they barely had time to see it all. Parc Citroen and
Parc de Bercy were a real contrast, prompting much discussion
about the best qualities of an urban park.
Of course they also saw the major tourist sites, (Eiffel
Tower, Notre Dame, Louvre, Musée D’Orsay, etc.) but a major
outing with landscape architect Daniel Gauthier (another French
Canadian) to Versailles was a real highlight.
Berlin was a much different experience. The Berlin wall
came down in 1989 and this recent history permeates the city. As
the new capital of Germany, Berlin has been a construction zone
over the past 20 years, still suffering from WW II and 50 years of
communist rule. The group visited two European “new urbanism”
type housing projects, both heavily subsidized by the German

government, but offering many new innovative ideas for medium
density housing.
Their trip to the hinterland spanned 300 kilometers yet
went back 1000 years in history to the UNESCO heritage site of
Quedlinburg which is almost entirely in tact from the times of
the middle ages. On the way back to Berlin they stopped the
Dessau to get a tour of the Bauhaus buildings and the houses that
were build for the masters. (Klee, Gropius, Moholy-Nagy, etc.)
The travel option for spring break 2009 will be a trip to
Portland, Oregon and Seattle led by Sean Michael .

Berl

in

John mapping out the next
venue
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Caroline and
Daniel Gautheir
who suggested
Caroline use a
orange umbrella
as a focal point
so students could
always find her

Marie Eccles Caine Foundation Distinguished Speaker Series

T

he LAEP Department has been fortunate to bring in internationally acclaimed
landscape architects with a grant from the Marie Eccles Caine Foundation.
Typically, the speakers arrive for one action-packed day starting with an informal
discussion with LAEP students and faculty, lunch with ASLA officers, providing
crits in the afternoon with one of the studios, followed by a formal speech given to
students and any members of the community who wish to join in.

M

Mario Schjetnan
Spring - ‘08

ario Schjetnan spoke in Logan
on February 25th , 2008.
Mario Schjetnan G. was born in
México City. He studied Architecture
at the National University of México,
UNAM (1968). Obtained a Master’s
Degree in Landscape Architecture
with emphasis in Urban design
at the University of California,
Berkeley in 1970. In 1985 he was
appointed Loeb Fellow in Advanced
Environmental Studies, by GSD at
Harvard University. He is a founder
partner together with José Luis Pérez
of Grupo de Diseño Urbano (GDU),
a firm established in 1977 in México
City with projects in Landscape
Architecture, Architecture and Urban
Design.

Mario Schjetnan speaks to students in
the Tippets Gallery

Mario provides suggestions to Lindsay
Winkler

g in
n
i
m
o

C

‘09

Ken Smith
April 10, 2009

Presentation at 2:30 - Eccles
Conference Center - Free and open to
the public

Andrea Cochran
February 23, 2009
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Ms. Cochran is the principal
and founder of Andrea Cochran
Landscape Architecture, established
in 1998. She has been practicing
as a landscape architect in the San
Francisco Bay Area for over twenty
five years after graduating from the
Harvard Graduate School of Design.
Ms. Cochran’s distinct body of
work places her clients’ individual
narratives in conversation with the
land to create designs with deeply
personal meaning.

Presentation at 2:30 - Eccles Conference
Center Auditorium
Ken Smith is a camoufleur—he uses
splashes of color, foliage, earth, grass,
artificial rocks and plants, and water to
disguise and conceal. He can make a blank
wall into a field of daisies, a railyard into
a picnic grove, and a blacktop roof into
a fanciful garden. A landscape architect
of urban areas, Smith is convinced that
“creating livable, renewable, and inspiring
urban areas is one of the best ways to limit
sprawl and the waste of natural resources.”

G

raduate student Lindsay Winkler
had an idea last year. Why not
bring in alumni speakers and other
professionals who can provide insight
into all the possibilities for landscape
architecture students when they
enter the work force. LAEP has an
exceptionally fine pool of graduates to
choose from. They have given their
time to come to the department with
photos and descriptions of their work.
As with the Sustainable
Landscapes Conference the Speaker
Series has been entirely organized
by LAEP graduate students such as
Colleen Corballis, Skyler Westergard,
Emily Wheeler, Osmer Beck, Sarah
Nelson and Chris Harrild. They make
the calls, create the schedule, meet and
greet the speakers, and with funding
from the ASLA student chapter, they
organize an informal coffee after the
talk.
Speakers in 2007 have
included Richard Shaw, Principal,
Design Workshop, Jan Striefel,
President of Landmark Design, Gary
Bentrup, US Agroforestry Center,
Sharen Hauri, MGB&A, Susan
Crook, Susan Crook and Associates,
Joe Donaldson, EPG, Terrall Budge,
Design Workshop, and Laura Alt.
In 2008, Kevin Shields Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, John Ellsworth, FASLA and
Professor - USU, Sumner Swaner,
President, Center for Green Space
Design, Soren Simonsen, LEED
- Architect, Principal - Cooper,
Roberts, Simonsen & Associates, Jay

Nielsen, City of Logan
Planner, Jay Bollwinkel,
Principal, MGB&A The
Grassli Group,
Todd Sherman,
Principal Wetland
Resources, Inc., Chuck
Hougten, Chief, US
Fish and Wildlife, and
Mark Vlasic, Principal,
Landmark Design.
Spring
semester speakers will
be announced on the
website at laep.usu.edu news and events.

ASLA Speaker Series

Craig and Michael talk with Jan Striefel

Joe Donaldson,

Sumner Swaner

Terrall Budge

Emily Wheeler interviews Susan Crook
Jay Bollwinkel
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Chuck Houghten

Let me show you Frisbee
golf

From Parking Meters to a Park Park(ing) Day - 2008

C

aroline Lavoie’s senior studio and Michael Timmons’ junior studio participated in
Park(ing) day on September 19, 2008. The international day of awareness started with
one parking space in San Francisco. First conceived by Oakland collective Rebar, with help
from the Trust for Public Land, PARKing Day has become an annual celebration in San
Francisco and a global phenomenon. The concept is that a parking space and a park should have
more in common - so artists, activists and neighbors take over parking spaces and remake them
for a day.
This is the second year LAEP students have taken part in the event to promote the
need for open space in urban environments. They passed out flyers explaining why they had
created the green spaces in 6 different locations on campus. Next year they hope to take over
some space in downtown Logan.
Through the generous loan of plants from Lowes, Home Depot and Fonnesbeck
Nursery, students on campus could stop by for some miniature golf, a free hot dog off the grill,
frisbee golf, sit on a shady bench or on the recycled (new use) for car parts. Most people didn’t
stop and gave them some funny looks, but at one location LAEP students were given chocolate
to help them get through the day. At least it’s a great way to spend class time.

Good ‘ol American
baseball and hotdogs

Chillin

Dogs need parks! The traveling foos ball
table and chess were enjoyed
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Hole in one

making use of car parts

In the Classroom (&Out)

Graduate Studio - LAEP 6100 - Zion
National Park

T

his Fall 2008 a group of 14 graduate
students are working in a project
addressing concerns about the west
entrance corridor into Zion National
Park. To address these issues a group of
residents have formed a group called the
Zion Canyon Corridor Council.
This study will illustrate
alternative futures for the Zion Canyon
Corridor from LaVerkin to the Springdale
park boundary and will provide much of
the information needed for the Scenic
Byway Corridor Management Plan.
During the first week of October,
the group visited the study area to gather
information to produce the alternative
futures. Some of the activities included
• Interviews and surveys to local
residents
• Meetings with different government
agencies (National Park Service),
• Meetings with the Mayors of
Rockville and Virgin and planning
authorities
• Photographic surveys, with photos
taken by locals
• Identification of viewsheds and
viewpoints
• Identification of culturally significant
places
• Visual quality study
• Three town meetings
• Camping, hiking…
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...and a lot of talking and walking
The alternative futures will be displayed
in maps showing what can happen if
certain conditions take relevance over
others. The welcome these communities
gave our students was simply great! the
expectations are very probably equally
great.

graduate student teams work on
various scenarios

In the Classroom (&Out)
the actual site, staking out roads, camp
spurs, restrooms, etc., as you go, rather
than designing on paper in the studio far
removed from the site. Also on the trip,
they visited and conducted a site analysis
of Rotary Park in Moab for another
project they worked on in class. Results
of that project will be presented to Rob
Sweeten in November as he is also a Moab
City Council member.

Recreation and Open Space
- LAEP 3700 field trip to
Moab

Rob Sweeten of the BLM (holding
the survey stakes) an LAEP alum and
Advisory Board member shows the
students in Recreation and Open Space
the tools of the trade. Students traveled
to Moab with Michael Timmons on a
field trip where the class performed a 24
hour sketch problem in the field laying
out a new BLM campground along
the Colorado river (pictured in back).
Rob taught the students to design

Field trips of this distance require
dedication from faculty who camp out
with the students to decrease the cost of
trips. Michael Timmons found students
don’t need as much sleep as he does.

Taking the Train - LAEP 6750 - Planning Theory and Methods

Professor Lavoie’s class tried the newest
transportation alternative, the frontrunner
train from Ogden to Salt Lake City.
Once there they visited a TOD -- Transit
Oriented Development.
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Train travel allows work on
Sustainable Landscapes plans

New Faculty

Keith Christensen Assistant Professor

O

ne of the new faces on the faculty
this year is a familiar one. Having
taught as an adjunct instructor for a
number of years, Keith Christensen
joined the LAEP Department as an
assistant professor in 2008.
After receiving an undergraduate
degree in Agronomy, from Brigham
Young University, Keith completed
a MLA degree at USU in 2001.
Presently, Keith is completing doctoral
research in disability studies focused
on whether adults with disabilities
are disproportionately represented
in community environments which
negatively affect opportunities for social
integration.
Keith’s areas of expertise include
socially equitable planning and design,
particularly related to individuals with
disabilities. Prior to joining the faculty,
Keith worked as a research scientist with
the Center for Persons with Disabilities at
Utah State University where he explored
the relationship between design and social

Carlos LicÓn Swaner Professor
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access (inclusion), social values, human
rights, and social justice. Keith’s efforts
included a number of federally supported
research programs investigating
the relationship between the built
environment and the behavior of
individuals with disabilities. Currently,
Keith is involved in evaluating the effect
of current and proposed Americans with
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines
(ADAAG) on the emergency egress
of individuals with disabilities using a
microsimulation model of individual
behavior which represents the diversity
and prevalence of disabilities in the
population and their interaction with the
environment.
Additionally, Keith developed
and directs the Beyond Access program,
a national technical assistance program
on inclusive play environments for
children with disabilities. The Beyond
Access program works with industry
partners, consumers, and advocates
to move beyond minimal accessibility
requirements to create inclusive play
environments which recognize the child’s
right to equality of play opportunity,
full participation in play, and the

C

arlos joined LAEP in 2008 as the
Swaner Professor in the Green
Space Institute. Before coming to United
States, he taught in Mexico at the School
of Architecture of Monterrey Tech in
the Toluca, Chihuahua, and Queretaro
Campuses. Carlos graduated from
the Ph.D. program in Environmental
Design and Planning at the College of
Architecture and Environmental Design
at Arizona State University in December
2004, where he also received a Master's
degree in Environmental Planning, both
as a Fulbright student. He received an
undergraduate degree in Architecture
from ITESM Monterrey. Carlos Licon
has participated in planning projects, in
United States, Spain and Mexico; with
a variety of cultural and socioeconomic
contexts including Native American and
Hispanic communities; and different

independence of the child.
As a licensed practitioner,
Keith has worked on commercial and
residential development, children’s
gardens, memorials, and landscape
analysis and planning. Since 2001, Keith
has worked with Utah’s Cooperative
Extension program and Professor David
Bell to provide planning and design
services on over 70 landscape projects
with rural communities throughout
Utah.

scales ranging from specific urban
environments to regional, watershed,
and site specific. He is also interested
in the bioclimatic aspects of design and
the interconnection between landscape
architecture, architecture, planning, and
urban design. His research interests
focus in sustainable development models
and evaluations convinced that actions
towards sustainability will be more
effective as we direct our efforts into a
truly interdisciplinary understanding of
the complex conditions of planning and
design. His recent appointment at Utah
State University will explore the role and
contribution of open space in our pursuit
of high quality of life sustainable living.
The rest of the Licon Family is Carlos’
wife Laura and their two daughters Ana
Laura (13) and Ana Maria (8)

Adjunct Instructors

was the right move for the department.
They were more prepared for every class
thereafter.
Kris works at an Engineering
firm in Logan and defended his MLA
thesis on Planning for the Closure of
the Logan Landfill with John Ellsworth.
He and his wife live in Logan and have 5
boys.

LAEP is very fortunate to have
fine professionals step in and
help out in our classes providing
expertise from professional
practice.

Kris Kvarfordt

K

ris Kvarfordt is teaching one section
of Construction I this fall semester,
and spring semester he will again teach
our newest course, LAEP 1300 which
introduces our students to computer
applications early in the program. A
portion of the course is CAD, drawing
objects LAEP students can use instead
of nuts and bolts they were taught when
students took CAD in the engineering
department.
Kris also introduces Sketchup and
Photoshop. Students use the programs
by learning basic landscape design
techniques. The projects submitted were
impressive. Several students said having
the class taught earlier in the program

Kelly Gillman

K

elly Gillman, advisory board
member and 1999 graduate of the
program drove up from Salt Lake every
Thursday to teach Professional Practice,
spring semester and hopefully will do so
again this year. Kelly is at CSR Architects
in Salt Lake City. His wife Tina is also a
graduate of LAEP.

Blake Wright

B

lake Wright once again was pressed
into service to teach Construction
Document Preparation as he did in fall
‘07. The seniors have been lucky to
have Blake and other professionals he
has brought in to help with the class.
He is a principal at Design West in
Logan.

Fall ‘08 on Campus
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Faculty
Michael Timmons Associate Professor

A

ugust 1 was greeted with a huge
sigh of relief, as Michael stepped
out of the role of Interim Department
Head, which he had occupied for
the previous year. After a rather
tumultuous year of completing three
hires to fill vacancies, and planning the
send-off for colleague Craig Johnson,
it was a joy to vacate the "hot seat" and
return to teaching and research.
Several funded projects
have occupied much of Michael's
time over the past year, while others
are in their early start-up stages.
As principle investigator of the
International Klondike Gold Rush
Trail project for the National Park
Service, Michael traveled to Dawson
City and Whitehorse, in the Yukon
Territory, Skagway, Haines, Juneau
and Wrangell, Alaska, and Seattle,
WA, for presentations and community
meetings in April. The final report
identifies alternative approaches to
creating an international historical
corridor following the Klondike Gold
Rush of 1898. MLA students Lindsay
Winkler and Ben George assisted with
the project.
The Little Bighorn Battlefield
National Monument in SE Montana,
(Custer’s Last Stand), is the subject of
a Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI)
being completed with the assistance
of MLA student Emily Wheeler. The
project involves the inventory and
documentation of natural systems
and features (topography, riparian
and prairie upland zones, native and
historic vegetation) and built elements
(buildings, structures, circulation
features) for determination of their
historic significance.
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Over the past year, Mike
worked with Prof. Craig Johnson to
develop a comprehensive and longterm Vegetation Management Plan for
Pipe Spring National Monument in
northern Arizona. The plan defines
the critical natural, cultural and
historic resource priorities related to
the park’s vegetation and provides
vegetation management strategies
for the entire 40-acre Monument.

MLA student Colleen Corballis
assisted with the project, and will
continue working on phase two, the
development of implementation
strategies, over the coming year and
a half.
A final project, a CLI for
the Murie Ranch in Grand Teton
National Park, will be incorporated
in a new historic preservation course
to be taught by Prof. Timmons
Spring Semester. The Murie
Ranch historic district is nationally
significant for its association
with Olaus, Adolph, and Mardy
Murie, leaders in the American
conservation movement in the
early to mid-20th Century, who
used the Murie Ranch as a base
for their science and conservation
activities. The rustic collection of
cabins and associated structures
grouped around a series of clearings
in the surrounding forest, is a
listed National Historic Landmark,
although the contributions of the
associated landscape have yet to be
documented.

Michael and Rob Sweeten at the ‘07 Advisory Board Meeting in November.
Other people didn’t get the memo about wearing blue shirts.

Faculty

John Ellsworth

J

ohn Ellsworth has been honored
with four awards by the Utah chapter
of the American Society of Landscape
Architects.
He was recognized at the
chapter’s annual conference in Midway,
Utah in April. He earned an Honor
Award and three Merit Awards for
various projects. Entries were judged
in a double-blind peer review process
with landscape architects from Colorado
serving as jurors.
Honor Awards were presented
to entries representing outstanding
accomplishment in the profession of
landscape architecture. Two Honor
Awards were presented, with Ellsworth
capturing one. Merit Awards recognize
superior accomplishments in the
profession of landscape architecture.
Of the ten Merit Awards presented,
Ellsworth took three.
His Honor Award was in the
category “Planning and Analysis” for the
entry “Sleeping Beauty: Master Plan for
an Environmental Education Center for
Logan City and Cache County, Utah.”
Ellsworth was the principal investigator
for the master plan and was assisted by
graduate research assistants Kristofor
Kvarfordt and Yi Luo. Issa Hamud,
director of the Logan City environmental

copyright 2008 John C. Ellsworth

Professor, FASLA

department, was the client and also
received award recognition. Ellsworth
received a Merit Award for the same
project in the “Communication” category.
Ellsworth received a Merit
Award in the “Research” category for a
chapter he authored, “Design Principles
for Recreating Visual Quality on SurfaceMined Landscapes,” for the book
Environmental Design for Reclaiming
Surface Mines, Jon B. Burley, ed., Edwin
Mellen Press. His final Merit Award
was in the “Communications” category
for a chapter he authored, “Visualizing
Scenic Resource Impacts: Proposed
Surface Mining and Solid Waste Sanitary
Landfill,” in the book Visualization in
Landscape and Environmental Planning,
Bishop and Lang, eds., Spon Press.
His research continues on
developing a visual resource analysis
and management system for the Utah

Department of Transportation. He
is assisted by graduate students
Christopher Harrild and Megan
Dunford.
He serves on the State of Utah
Landscape Architects Licensing Board,
and chairs the Utah ASLA Council
of Fellows advisory committee. He
represented the Utah ASLA Chapter
as a proxy trustee at the national ASLA
Board of Trustees meeting and served
as faculty host at the LAEP Alumni
Reunion during the recent ASLA
Annual Meeting in Philadelphia.
John has given presentations
on various aspects of his research
at several professional conferences.
These include the World Association
for Infant Mental Health in
Yokohama, Japan; the 9th Biennial
Scientific Conference on the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem; the Idaho
Environmental Summit; the Utah
Society for Environmental Education
Annual Meeting; and the Solid Waste
Association of North America Beehive
Chapter Technical Symposium.
In his leisure time John
has enjoyed several fishing trips,
including stalking the stealthy
steelhead in northern Idaho as well
as some great days catching rainbow,
brown, cutthroat, and brook trout in
Yellowstone National Park.

John Ellsworth was the departmental
representative and Proxy Trustee,
representing the Utah Chapter at the
ASLA national Board of Trustees
meeting at the ASLA conference in
Pennsylvania. Several alums stopped by
to visit
left to right (Brad Bond, Joe Waddell,
Jeremy Fillmore, Bruce Maw, John
Ellsworth, Kevin Jensen, Bradley
Pitcher, Mrs. Waddell,
Back (peeking from the behind) Jake
Powell, in front of him - Ladd Scheiss
and on the end - Mark Goble.
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Faculty
Caroline Lavoie Associate Professor

L

ast February 2008, Prof. Lavoie,
in collaboration with Prof. Julio
Bermudez, from the Graduate School
of Architecture and Planning, at the
University of Utah, co-authored a drawing
exhibition in Santa Fe, Argentina. The
exhibition entitled “Usus in Præsens” was
a great success and will be continuing in
a near future. For more information visit
the web at http://faculty.arch.utah.edu/
usus/.
In September 2008, in Grenoble, France,
she presented her work that is both
connected to her drawing interests and
her on-going theme on water and the
city. Her paper was entitled “Drawing
the water continuum from wild places
to urban spaces: A tool for exploring
professional perspectives and their design
implications.” It was presented at the
International Symposium of Grenoble:
“Creating an Atmosphere/Faire une
Ambiance.”
She also participated to the annual stream
restoration workshop from the College
of Natural Resources in the Watershed
Sciences Department at USU. She

John Nicholson

Associate Professor

John Nicholson is on sabbatical for the
08/09 year.
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discussed on the importance of drawing
as a form of gathering information and
gave field exercises to the scientists
attending the workshop. It was very
well received by both the students’
professionals and the faculty.
In Chicago, last June 2008, she
presented a paper on her work on ethnic
communities at the ACSP /AESOP
(Association of Collegiate Schools of
Planning/Association of European
Schools of Planning). The paper revisits
and reconsiders previous assumptions
she made 10 years ago to explain the
different urban phenomena of cultural
appropriation occurring with ethnic
communities in Paris and Berlin.
She co-led with Prof. Nicholson for the
second time, an international fieldtrip to
Paris and Berlin and participated with the
senior students and with Prof. Timmons
and his third year studio for the second
year in a row to the “Park-ing Day” (More
detailed information in this brochure).
Last fall 2007, for her urban design
studio, seniors were working on design
interventions for the 900 South Corridor
in Salt Lake City between 900 West and
900 East. The project aimed to create a
distinct neighborhood character with
strong social and physical links that aim to

bridge West and East side of the corridor
and address the demands of new types of
public places and other public facilities for
both infill situations and in urban vacant
areas. The results were very impressive.
Prof. Lavoie also conducted an
experimental design studio last spring
2008 on “Anti-memorials for the Victims
of War in Iraq.” The studio topic is based
on a current collaborative work with Prof.
Sue-Ann Ware form the RMIT (Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology) in
Melbourne, Australia.

Faculty
Margie BoreckiAssistant Professor

2

008 found Assistant Professor
Malgorzata Rycewicz-Borecki
teaching the Landscape Construction
II and Basic Graphics classes as usual.
In spring semester, the Construction II
course saw many positive changes from
the previous year, including building a
wood deck with local contractor, Jeremy
Wright. This semester, Basic Graphics is
once again helping the LAEP graduate
students design a logo for this year’s
Sustainability Conference, in addition
to teaching the essential hand graphic
techniques of providing depth, mass/
void, and interest in black-and-white and

color drawings. Margie also serves as
Thesis Committee Chair for Dan Bolin,
and a Thesis Committee Member for Ben
George.
Margie was invited to present
her previous research findings regarding
stormwater best management practices
(BMPs) at the 3rd Annual Salt Lake
Sustainable Building Conference in
West Valley, Utah. She also presented
a paper on the Tsar’s Hunting Palace
Garden in Bialowieza, Poland at the
ICOMOS International Forum of Young
Researchers and Professionals in Cultural
Heritage in Quebec, Canada.
In 2008, Margie also worked
diligently on the 2007 Advance Research
Grant entitled “Functionality Assessment
of Cache Valley Storm-Water Best
Management Practices Based on Plant
Community Composition.” Colleen
Corballis and Lindsay Winkler have both
worked closely with Margie to carry out
the research and apply for additional
funding opportunities. Ms. Winkler is
also working with Margie to prepare a
conference proceeding papers that will
be presented at the Council of Educators
in Landscape Architecture Conference
in Arizona this January and the first
annual International Water Efficiency

Conference in California in March. She
has also submitted another research
grant proposal to the USU Research
Catalyst Program to uncover the state
of the Intermountain West’s Wet
Structural Stormwater BMPs using a
low-frequency data gathering approach.
Margie has also been invited to review
“materials for Sustainable Sites,”
authored by Meg Calkins for Landscape
and Urban Planning Journal.

Margie’s students building
a deck in Construction II

Susan Buffler Lecturer
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S

usan Buffler has been teaching in
the department for the past 3 years
starting with LAEP 1200 Basic Graphics,
followed by LAEP 1350 Theory of Design
and LAEP 2720 Site Planning and this
year she is teaching LAEP 3500 Planting
Design to fill in for Craig Johnson.
Susan moved to Utah from the
east coast in 1995 to take a position as
Research Associate in the Department
of Plants, Soils, and Climate and from
there went on to an MLA degree from
LAEP in 2005. Susan also holds a BFA
degree from the University of Minnesota
with an emphasis in photography and
an MS degree in Plant Science from
the University of Connecticut in forage
agronomy.

Susan spent time this past summer
hiking and backpacking the Bear
Range enjoying and studying the
various native plant communities
and wildflowers.

David Bell
Associate Professor

T

his semester I am teaching the third
year graduate studio with Carlos
Licon (my new fishing partner) and our
outreach project is very interesting. We
are doing a study of alternative futures for
the entrance corridor into Zion National
Park from La Verkin to Springdale.
Growing numbers of tourists
and growth pressures are impacting the
corridor and our purpose is to illustrate
alternative futures that will help inform
and educate the communities along the
corridor of the consequences of making,
or not making critical decisions.
Last spring semester I helped the
residential planning class with a project
near Bryce Canyon. The property owned
by Ruby’s Inn was incorporated into a

city that is now call Bryce Canyon City.
The class produced eight alternative land
use and circulation plans and detailed
illustrations of a variety of development
patterns for each of the land use plans.
The entire class went on field trip to Bryce
Canyon City and then returned to make a
presentation of their projects at the end of
the semester.
Our sixth departmental charrette
will be held here in Cache Valley and
I will working on that project again.
We will be doing preliminary studies
for Envision Utah for their upcoming
Envision Cache Valley project. Last year
our charrette covered issues in downtown
Logan. Over 50 posters were completed
that covered topics like downtown
housing, transportation and pedestrian
comforts. The students made a wonderful
presentation to the City Council and
Planning and Zoning Commission and
their posters were hung throughout city
hall and other parts of downtown.

Extension projects that I have
been working on this fall are Fillmore
Main Street, downtown Price, and an
extension demonstration and teaching
garden in Cedar City.

Swaner Green Space Institute/Dee Foundation Awards

C

arlos Licon, Swaner Professor and
Director of the Green Space Institute
announced the 08-09 graduate student
awards. GSI /Dee Foundation Fellowship
awards were reviewed for their merits to
advance and enhance knowledge in open
space systems. The variety of topics offer a

Laurie Hurst
Small Acreage
Farming
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great scope of approaches to open space
issues.
This award should serve also as
encouragement for students to complete
their work. Special importance was
given to ensure their research outcomes

Brian Mazzola
Archaeological Significant
Lands
Travel Award

Chris Harrild
Resident Employed
Photography

are presented to an audience beyond
their committees or our department;
therefore a portion of the award each
student receives is to be used for
presenting their work at a national or
equivalent conference.

Sarah Nelson
Community Wildlife
Implementation

Lindsay Winkler
Open Space Planning
Alternative Models

LAEP Distinguished Alumni - 2008
Linda Snyder
BLA 1981

L

inda Snyder graduated from LAEP
in 1981 with a BLA, and is currently
the Associate Executive Dean of Physical
Resources and Planning at Harvard
University.
Ms. Snyder oversees planning, design,
construction, and operation of the Faculty

C

harles S. Carter has been Director
of Land Use and Environmental
Planning for Stanford University Land,
Building and Real Estate since March of
2004. He was named acting Director of
the University Architect and Planning
Office (UAPO) in December 2003. He
was promoted into the role from his
previous position as Associate Director for
Environmental and Community Planning.
He is responsible for long range land use
planning, including stewardship of landbased resources, land use permitting and
entitlement, and coordination with local
planning and regulatory agencies.
Charles worked in private design offices in
Southern California and the San Francisco
Bay Area before he first joined the Stanford
Planning Office in 1984 as a campus
planner. He returned to Utah State to work
in its’ Campus Planning Office where he
planned such diverse facilities as a working
dairy farm and a new engineering center.
He returned to California to work as a City
Planner in the East Bay before returning
to Stanford in late 1988. Since then he
has worked on a number of planning and
development projects with emphasis in the
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of Arts and Sciences building portfolio
of approximately 9 million square feet,
including classrooms, laboratories,
offices, student housing and museum
space. Annual operating costs of FAS
buildings will be $100 million in FY09.
The annual capital construction program
of FAS, including new construction and
building renovations, is approximately
$200 million.
From 1997-2005 Ms. Snyder was the
Executive Director of the Massachusetts
State College Building Authority. At
the Authority, she managed a staff
that provided $300 million in bond
financing and design and construction
services to the nine public state colleges.
She pioneered an innovative project
delivery process for public agencies
that was subsequently written into the
Massachusetts law. While at the State
College Building Authority, Ms. Snyder
directed construction of 1800 new
student beds and renovation of 8000 beds

Medical Center, foothills and rural lands,
and resource management. As a campus
planner, prior to focusing on environmental
planning, he worked on numerous campus
landscape, infrastructure and building
projects. Most recently, he has been
involved in obtaining and coordinating
implementation of the General Use Permit
(GUP); the master land use permit for
the development of 2 million square-feet
of academic facilities and 3000 housing
units at the University. He is currently
a key team member on the planning and
entitlement team for a 1.5 million squarefoot renewal and replacement project for
Stanford University Medical Center
Charles currently serves on the LAEP
Advisory Board and is a member of the
American Society of Landscape Architects.
He obtained a California Landscape
Architects License in 1987.
Charles has been married to his wife
Melanie (BS, Nutrition and Food Science,
USU 1979) for 30 years. They have two
children. Charles enjoys cooking camping,
jazz and blues and, of course, fly fishing.
He dearly misses cross-country skiing in
the Wasatch and Bear River ranges.

in buildings at the State Colleges, and
many site improvement project that
were characterized as transformative by
College presidents. From 1993-1997,
she managed the construction of the
Chelsea school system in an innovative
partnership for urban school reform
between the City of Chelsea, Boston
University and the Commonwealth.
Ms. Snyder is a 1996/97 Harvard
University Loeb Fellow. She was
awarded an honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree by Fitchburg
State College in 2006. She is a
trustee and member of the Finance
Committee of Riverside Community
Care, a community mental health
service provider serving eastern and
central Massachusetts. Ms. Snyder
lives in Boston, Massachusetts with her
husband, Steven Kadish.

Charles Carter
BLA 1979

LAEP Distinguished Alumni - 2008

David Barwick

D

Richard Barrett
BLA - 1979

R

ichard D. Barrett is Director of
Design for EDAW San Diego.
Mr. Barrett graduated from Utah State
University in 1979. Throughout his
career, Mr. Barrett has focused on the
transformation of places with a balance
of design, environment and art.
Mr. Barrett’s career has included
work with Lawrence Halprin, ROMA
Design Group, Wallace Roberts & Todd,
Disney Imagineering, and the Bechtel
Corporation. This range of expertise
has created a unique approach that
balances design expertise and project
management skills.
In addition, Mr. Barrett is a
LEED Accredited Professional and is
also certified as a Professional Project
Manager (PMP) with the Project
Management Institute.
Mr. Barrett has expertise in project
formulation, site design, and project
management for large-scale, complex,
and challenging projects. He has worked
on projects throughout California and
the United States, as well as Asia, Europe,
and the Middle East.
Mr. Barrett’s noted projects
include Yerba Buena Gardens, The
Embarcadero Waterfront Promenade,
and the Ferry Building Plaza, all in
San Francisco, as well waterfront
design projects throughout California.
Additional projects include EuroDisney
in Paris France, and the Salt Lake 2002
Winter Olympics.
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BS - 1951

avid Barwick was one of the first
licensed landscape architects in the
State of California. From 1951-54 he was
a landscape architect for Claude T. Lindsay
Co. working on a housing development
in Menlo Park and the US Geological
Survey building. In 1954 he became
the Chief Architect for Oliver Rousseau
Organization in Hayward, CA designing
homes for various housing projects and
later in 1958 he became a general building
contractor designing and building homes
in Tustin and Santa Ana.
He was the project landscape architect
from 1964-68 for Rossmoor Leisure

Charles Everson
BS-1951

S

Worlds in Laguna Hills, CA and Cranbury,
NJ which was a planned community
development for retirees. He joined
Bechtel Corporation in 1969 as a project
landscape architect designing various
industrial projects and Calabasas Park,
a 3000 acre planned community in Los
Angeles County.
David retired from Bechtel in 1986 and
continued his own consulting business for
the cities of Moorpark, and Simi Valley,
CA.
In 1998 he retired from active
involvement as a landscape architect and
continues to live in California.
He is also licensed in Arizona. David
was a member of the 1985 Experts Panel
for the Uniform National Examination for
Landscape Architecture and is a member
of ASLA.

ince graduating from Utah State
University in 1951, Charles Everson’s
vocational career has centered on
construction and development with major
contractors and developers throughout the
world. Charles has been involved in real
estate investigations, directing the design
of construction, planning, engineering,
architecture and landscaping of complete
new communities and cities. Charles has
expertise in Senior Citizen communities,
high rise and residential buildings,
recreational communities, prefabrication
of civilian and military housing, dredging
operations, marina development, and
industrial programs. His positions in these
development programs have been as Owner
Representative, Vice President, Director,
Project Manager, Manager of Engineering/
Architecture, and Landscape Architect.
Charles retained his own company of
CAEverson and Associates which focuses
on land planning, landscape architecture,
and construction of the projects. He still
does landscaping and consulting.
As the financial programs of the United
States have increased sine World War II,
the costs of land and the building demands
have increased from a few thousand dollars
into millions and billions of dollars. The
development projects have been advanced
to unbelievable costs. Many years ago, the
lot sizes to develop were housing size. This
has now exponentially grown to potentially
thousands of acres in one project. Charles’
largest project was 205,000 acres in Saudi
Arabia (1982-1985).

New Faces in the Graduate Studio

Brock Anderson

Becca Buckley -

Becca Buckley is from
Boise, Idaho and graduated
from BYU with a degree in
Landscape Management
and a minor in business.
While on a study abroad in
Austria she observed and
enjoyed the city parks. As
a result, she is planning an
emphasis in Community
Planning and Urban Design.

Julia graduated from
BYU with a degree in
Humanities. She has been a
plant enthusiast ever since
she started the Horticulture
Club in high school. She
was an editorial assistant at
Houghton Mifflin. Her love
for traveling has taken her
from Hungary to Japan to
India. She recently returned
from an LDS mission in
Lithuania.

Amanda earned both an
MA and BA of architecture
from Norwich University
in VT. She made the switch
to landscape architecture
after working a side job as
a landscape laborer. She
came to Salt lake following
Utah powder. She works
for a local design build
landscape company and has
started her own consulting
company, Wisescapes Inc.

Justin Wilson -

Ken Richley-

Brock is excited to be back
in Logan. He received a
BA in Communications
from USU in 2006. After
graduating, he did corporate
video production work for
a company in Centerville.
Brock's decision to pursue
a Masters in Landscape
architecture stems from a
love of nature and design.
He is eager to communicate
his ideas in this new arena.

Sherry Jones -

Sherri has a BS degree in
horticulture from BYU-Idaho.
Sherri decided to deepen her
understanding of landscape
design by getting her Master's in
Landscape Architecture. After
looking at different graduate
schools across the United States,
she chose Utah State not only
because she was impressed by
the school and faculty members,
but also because the couse work
seemed to fit her interests.
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Amanda Goodwin

BA-BYU-Humanities

BS- BYU - Landscape
Management

BS-BYU-Idaho-Horticulture

Julia Christensen -

MA -Norwich UniversityArchitecture

BA-USU-Communications

Jeff Hamarstrom

BS-BYU-Landscape Management

BS -U of Arizona -Mechanical
Engineering, MBA

B.S. - U of Iowa - Geology

Justin is an outdoor
enthusiast pursuing his
MLA with an emphasis in
sustainability, specifically
Rooftop Gardens and Green
Roofing. He graduated
from BYU in Landscape
Management with a minor in
Business Management. His
other interests include small
space design, arboriculture,
backpacking, bass fishing and
fly fishing.

Ken has a bachelor’s degree
in Mechanical Engineering
and has worked in the
manufacturing arena and
transisted to Operations
Management after receiving
an MBA. He has worked for a
diverse set of companies such
as Otis Elevator. He decided
to pursue an MLA because of
his interest in urban growth
in the West and its impact on
the environment. Ken received
the Presidential Fellowship for
08/09.

Jeff received a B.S. in Geology
from the University of
Iowa in 03' with a minor in
Anthropology. He worked as
a Park Ranger for the Army
Corps of Engineers and a City
Forester for Iowa City. His
areas of interest are National
Parks, integrating people and
nature, and Urban planning.
He is an avid biker and has an
interest in work on making
more places friendly for bike
riding.
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